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           DAV  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS, JHARKHAND ZONE - J  
HALF YEARLY   EXAMINATION  2026-27 

 

CLASS  -  XII                                                                                                      F.M. – 80 

SUBJECT – HISTORY(027)                                                                             TIME-  3 Hours 

 
General Instructions: 

1. Question paper comprises five Sections A, B, C, D and E. There are 34 questions in the question paper. 

All questions are compulsory. 

2. Section A- Question 1 to 21 are MCQs of 1 mark each 

3. Section B- Question no. 22 to 27 are Short Answer Type Questions, carrying 3 marks each. Answers to 

each question should not exceed 60-80 words. 

4. Section C- Question no 28 to 30 are Long Answer Type Questions, carrying 8 marks each. Answer to 

each question should not exceed 300-350 words. 

5. Section D-Question no.31 to 33 are Source based questions with three sub questions and are of 4 marks 

each. 

6. Section-E-- Question no. 34 is Map based, carrying 5 marks that includes the identification and location 

of significant test items. Attach the map with the answer book. 

7. There is no overall choice in the question paper. However, an internal choice has been provided in a few 

questions. Only one of the choices in such questions have to be attempted. 

8. In addition to this, separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. 

 

Q. 

No. 

SECTION- A 

Objective Type Questions 

1x21=21 

1 Which exchanges in the Harappancivilisation were regulated by a precise system of 

weights. What material were these typically made of, and what was their shape. 

A. Baked clay,                                       B. chert, cubical 

C. Limestone, cylindrical                  D. copper, pyramidal 

 

 

2 Who among the following was the leader of the 1857 revolt from Arrah, Bihar?  

A. Shah Mal                                       B. BirjisQadr 

C. Danka Shah                                   D. Kunwar Singh 

 

 

3 Arrange the following in chronological order and choose the correct option 

(i) Limitation law 

(ii) Sunset Law 

(iii) SanthalRebellian 

(iv) Bombay Deccan Riots 

A. (ii), (iii), (i), (iv)                             B. (i), (ii), (iv), (iii) 

C. (iii), (iv), (ii), (i)                             D. (iv), (iii), (i), (ii) 

 

4 Who among the following scholars deciphered the Brahmi and Kharosthi script in 

1830s, which was a watershed moment for Indian epigraphy? 

A. Alexandar Cunningham               B. James Prinsep 

C. John Marshall                                D. Mortimer Wheeler 
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5 Chronologically arrange the emergence of the following types of coins in ancient India: 

1. Kushana gold coin 

2. Punch-marked 

3. Gupta gold coins 

4. Indo-Greek gold coins 

    A. 1, 2, 4, 3                                              B. 2, 4, 1, 3 

    C. 3, 1, 4, 2                                              D. 2, 1, 4, 3. 

 

 Directions: In the following questions, a statement if assertion is followed by a statement 

of reason. Mark the correct choice as: 

(a) If both assertion and reason are true and reason is the correct explanation of assertion. 

(b) If both assertion and reason are true, but reason is not the correct explanation of 

assertion. 

(c) If assertion is true, but reason is false. 

(d) If assertion is false and reason is true. 

 

 

6 Assertion (A) :According to Brahmanical texts, the varna system was based on birth and was 

considered a divine and unalterable order. 

Reason (R) : Historical evidence indicates that the actual social positions were often fluid and 

dynasties of varying origins ascended to kingship. 
 

 

7 Match the following and select the correct option. 
 

List I List II 

1. Endogamy 

 

a. It is the practice of a women having several husbands. 

 

2. Exogamy 

 

b. It refers to a marriage within a unit - this could be a kin, caste or 

group living in the same locality 

 

3. Polygyny 

 

c. It refers to marriage outside the unit 

 

4. Polyandry 

 

d. It is the practice of a man having several wives. 

A. 1-b, 2-c, 3-d, 4-a                                         B. 1-a, 2-d, 3-c, 4-b  

C. 1-c, 2-b, 3-d, 4-a                                         D. 1-d, 2-a, 3-b, 4-c 

 

8 Which of the following place of Harappancivilisation is associated with fire altars? 

A Harappa                                                       B. Lothal 

C. Mohenjodaro                                              D. Rakhigarhi 
 

 

9 Inscriptions provide valuable evidence for land grants made by kings or individuals. What 

were these grants typically recorded on? 

A. Palm-leaf manuscripts                                B. clay tablets  

C. copper plates                                               D. Birch bark 
 

 

10 Arrange the Bhakti and Sufi figures in their correct chronological order : 

1. Guru Nanak 

2. Basavanna 

3. KhwajaMuinuddinchisti 

4. Shankaradeva. 
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choose the correct sequence :  

A. 1, 2, 3, 4                                                    B. 3, 2, 1, 4  

C. 2, 3, 1, 4                                                    D 4, 1, 2, 3. 

11 Which of the following theorists were influenced by Bernier's writings?  

A. Ibn Battuta                                                B. Karl Marx  

C. Duarte Barbosa                                         D. Montesquieu. 

 

 Directions: In the following questions, a statement if assertion is followed by a 

statement of reason. Mark the correct choice as: 

(a) If both assertion and reason are true and reason is the correct explanation of assertion. 

(b) If both assertion and reason are true, but reason is not the correct explanation of assertion. 

(c) If assertion is true, but reason is false. 

(d) If assertion is false and reason is true. 

 

12 Assertion (A) :Lingayats did not practice funerary rites such as cremation prescribed in the 

Dharmashastras.  

Reason (R) :Lingayats believe that on death the devotee will be united with Shiva and will 

not return to this world. 

 

13 Who was the prominent 8th century female saint-poet whose devotional hymns were 

dedicated to Lord Shiva in Tamil region?  

A. KaraikkalAmmaiyar           B. Andal               C. Mirabai                          D. Rabi'a 

 

 

14 Ibn Battuta was amazed by the efficiency of which of the following ? 

A. Spy system                       B. Postal system       C. Revenue system            D. Caste System 
 

 

15 Match the following : 

List I List II 

(1) Ziyarat (a) Performance of mystical music 

(2) Qawwals (b) reciting the Divine Names 

(3) Sama (c) Specially trained musicians 

(4) zikr (d) Pilgrimage to tombs of Sufi saints. 

choose the correct option :  

A. 1-(d), 2-(c), 3-(a), 4-(b)                               B. 1-(a), 2-(d), 3-(b), 4-(c) 

 C. 1-(d), 2-(a), 3-(d), 4-(b)                              D. 1-(b), 2-(a), 3-(c), 4-(d) 

 

16 Which of the following text was written by Al-Beruni ? 

A. Rihla                                                            B. Kitab-ul-Hind  

C. Travels in the Mughal court                        D. Das capital. 

 

17 Why is Santhal rebellion considered significant in the Indian history? choose the most 

suitable option from the following :  

A. It marked the Beginning of National Freedom Movt.  

B. It led to the immediate abolition of P.S.  

C. It directly sparkled the Revolt of 1857 through sepoys.  

D. It highligted the exploitative nature of the British towards people of Damin-i-Koh. 

 

18 Who introduced subsidiary alliance? 

A. lord Wellesly                                        B. Lord Hardinge 

C. Lord Dalhousie                                     D. Henry Lawrence.  
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19 Identify the given image from the following options: 

 

 

 

 

Options  

A. Sculpture of a Gupta King 

B. Sculpture of a Mauryan king 

C. sculpture of a Kushana king 

D. Sculpture of a Chola king 

 

20 Which regiment of the Indian sepoys rebelled against the British in large numbers? 

A. Oudh Regiment                                           B. Assam Regiment 

C. Bengal Regiment                                         D. Calcutta Regiment 

 

21 Consider the following statements with regard to the Revolt of 1857. 

(i) In 1857 Indian soldiers revolted for the first time against the British. 

(ii) Indians had readily accepted the social reforms introduced by the British. 

(iii) Most Indian rulers joined the Revolt of 1857. 

(iv) The rebels lacked unity and coordination. 

Select the code for the correct statement. 

(a) only i                            (b) ii & iii                   (c) i, ii & iii               (d) only iv 

 

 

 SECTION B 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTION 

3X6=18 

22 Explain how archaeologists have been able to reconstruct the dietary practices of the 

Harappans ? 

Or 

Prove that Harappans had access to different parts of the world. 

 

23 Analyse the impact of Ryotwari system on the ryots of Bombay.  

24 
Explain how poetry and music contributed to the spread of Bhakti and Sufi tradition.  

25 
What were the major changes introduced by the Mahajanpadas in the system of taxation.  

26 
Discuss the picture of urban centres that emerges from Bernier's account.  

27 "A cherry that will drop into our mouth one day." In the context of this statement elaborate 

Dalhousie's policy of Awadh annexation. 

Or 

Why did Delhi become the focal point of the Revolt of 1857. 

 

 SECTION C 

LONG ANSWER QUESTION 

3X8=24 

28  Examine various aspects of administration and other activities of East India company as 

contained in the fifth report?  

Or 

How did the British policies and social reforms of the late 1820s contribute to the spread of 

rumours and the eventual revolt of 1857 in North India? 
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29 How did the coinage in ancient India contribute to trade and development? Explain with 

examples. 

Or 

Describe the „ideal of patriliny‟ and “Gendered access to property.” prevailing during sixth 

century BCE to 6
th

 century C.E. 

 

30 Examine Berneir‟s views on the Mughal Empire? 

Or 

Describe the features of Bhakti movement led by the Alvars and Nayanars in medieval India? 

 

 SECTION D 

SOURCE BASED QUESTIONS 

3X4=12 

31 Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

Translating texts, sharing ideas 

Translating texts, sharing ideas Al-Biruni's expertise in several languages allowed him. to 

compare languages and translate texts. He translated several Sanskrit works, including 

Patanjali's work on grammar, into Arabic. For his Brahmana friends, he translated the works 

of Euclid (a Greek mathematician) into Sanskrit. 

 

I. Analyse the advantage Al-Biruni gained from his expertise in multiple languages? 

II. Analyse the significance of Al-Biruni translating Patanjali's work on grammar into 

Arabic? 

III How did Al-Biruni's translations contribute to the mutual understanding and appreciation 

between Islamic and Indian civilizations? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

1 

 

 

2 

32 Read the following case carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

Prabhavati Gupta and the Village of Danguna 

This is what Prabhavati Gupta states in her inscription: Prabhavati Gupta ... commands the 

gramakutumbinas (householders/peasants living in the village). Brahmanas and others living 

in the village of Danguna. 

"Be it known to you that on the twelfth (lunar day) of the bright (fortnight) of Karttika, in 

order to increase our religious merit donated this village with the pouring out of water, to the 

Acharya (teacher) Chanalasvamin ... You should obey all (his) commands ... We confer on 

(him) the following exemptions typical of an agrahara ... (this village is) not to be entered by 

soldiers and policemen: (it is) exempt from (the obligation to provide) grass, (animal) hides 

as seats, and charcoal (to touring royal offices); exempt from (the royal prerogative of) 

purchasing fermenting liquors and digging (salt); exempt from (the right to) mines and 

khadira trees; exempt from (the obligation to supply) flowers and milk; (it is donated) 

together with (the right to) hidden treasures and deposits (and) together with major and minor 

taxes..." 

This charter has been written in the thirteenth (regional) year. (It has been) engraved by 

Chakradasa. 

 

(i) How did Prabhavati Gupta show her authority through the inscription? 

(ii) How did the inscription give us idea about the rural population? 

(iii) Examine the importance of the charter issued by Prabhavati Gupta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

1 

2 

33 The following report, titled "The ryot and the moneylender', appeared in the Native Opinion 

(6 June, 1876), and was quoted in Report of the Native Newspapers of Bombay: 

They (the ryots) first place spies on the boundaries of their villages to see if any Government 

officers come, and to give timely intimation of their arrival to the offenders. They then 
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assemble in a body and go to the houses of their creditors, and demand from them a surrender 

of their bonds and other documents, and threaten them in case of refusal with assault and 

plunder. If any Government officer happens to approach the villages where the above is 

taking place, the spies give intimation to the offenders and the latter disperse in time. 

i. what does the given report of the newspaper show about the Deccan countryside? 

ii. Examine the cause of revolt by the ryots against moneylenders. 

iii. examine the ways through which ryots spied on the British.. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

1 

2 

 Section E 

MAP BASED QUESTIONS 

5 

MARKS 

34 (34.1)  on the given political map of india, Locate and lavel the following with 

appropriate symbols:  

i. Kalibanga- Indus Vally Site. 

ii. Magadh Mahajan Pada. 

iii. Tanjavur where the Cholas built a big Shiva temple  

(34.2) on the same outline map, two places have been marked as „A‟ and „B‟ as the centres of 

the Revolt of 1857. Identify them and write their correct name on the lines drawn near them. 

Note:-  The following questions are for the visually impaired Candidates only in lieu of 

Q.No- 34 

34.1 In which two categories do the historians of religion often classify bhakti traditions 

34.2 

(a) How many well have been estimated by the the Scholars have estimated in Mohenjo-

Daro? 

OR 

(b) Where is Brihadishvara temple located? 

34.3 Mention any two centres of the National movement. 
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